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First of all, I would like to greet all the participants in this preparatory event of the 
Life Science Baltics of 20-24 September 2021

Let me thank warmly the ICE / ITA Agency for organizing it, both the Rome Offices 
and for them dr. Maurizio Forte, Coordinator of Made in Italy Promotion 
Department, as well as the Office in Warsaw, and its Director dr. Paolo Lemma

I also greet my colleague Ambassador Ricardas Slepavicius, whose dynamism is 
responsible for promoting this preparatory event, 

and the representatives of Enterprise Lithuania, Invest Lithuania, Lithuanian 
Biotechnology Association that also are present today
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The IT / LT relationships is growing from various points of view, including the 
economic and commercial, cultural and political ones:

- the Foreign Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis was in Rome twice, in May for a 
meeting with the Minister di Maio (whom I personally attended) and in July (for 
the ministerial meeting of the anti-DAESH initiative)

- while the Prime Minister Mrs. Ingrida Simonyte was in Rome just last week: and 
to confirm the importance of the Life Science sector for Lithuania, in addition to 
President Mario Draghi (and her visit to the Vatican), she met with some qualified 
representatives of the Italian pharmaceutical and biotechnology sector 
(Menarini, Bracco and Reithera), inviting them to strengthen bilateral relations and 
to a greater interaction with Lithuanian counterparts, not only commercial but also 
entrepreneurial
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The Life Science, with its three main components of pharmaceuticals, medical 
equipment and bitotechnology, really counts for both countries, Italy and 
Lithuania: 
- on our side, we are witnessing to a relevant phase of consolidation, with an 

increasing number of companies operating internationally
- on the Lithuanian side, the most relevant component is the biotechnology, 

which in 2020 grew by almost 87%, with a total income of about 2 bn € and an 
added value which contributes about 2.5% to the formation of the national GDP
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The Lithuanian Government, and the sector institutions such as Invest Lithuania
and Lithuania Enterprise underline the existence in the country of :

• a large pool of talents and qualified skills 

• a collaboration between universities and companies intense and fruitful 

• easy access to research facilities and 

• availability of important incentives

all these factors have played a dynamic role and determine the extraordinary 
growth of the sector
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Today the biotechnology component of the Life sciences sector is one of the 
fastest growing and most productive sectors in a Lithuania which - as the 
European Commission has repeatedly pointed out - cannot say the same 
thing in other areas of growth

It has recorded an increasing number of students and employees in the 
private sector every year and has recorded the fastest growth in Europe (at 
around 25%).
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The COVID-19 pandemic hasn't hurt that much the sector growth either. On the 
contrary, last year several Lithuanian biotech companies made a significant 
contribution to the management of the pandemic situation, starting to develop 
new products, test kits and some components of the vaccines.

In the European context, Lithuania stands out for the development of industrial 
biotechnology, which allows the extraction of biological products used, with the 
help of enzymes and microorganisms, in bioenergy, chemical, food, feed, paper, 
textiles and other industries
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According to the list of industrial biotechnology products commissioned 
by the European Association of Biotechnology Industries EuropaBio in 2020, 

the value of Lithuanian industrial biotechnology production in 2019 
reached almost 400 mil € 

Compared to 2010, its value increased by 75.6% 

while in the same period, average growth in EU countries 
was much more contained (at 16.6%)
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Before concluding, I would like to recall the growth, on the commercial level, of the 
bilateral trade between Italy / Lithuania

in the pre-Covid phase it had reached a total value of 1.7 bn €, 

with Italian exports of about 1 bn €

and now it is quickly recovering: ISTAT data for the period January-May 

show that it is already over 0.7 bn €, 

of which over 440 mil € come from Italian exports
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ISTAT 

Maggio 2021 (Euro) ESPORTAZIONI ITALIANE IMPORTAZIONI

2019 2020 2021 2019 2020 2021

Medicinali 2.506.254 5.085.433 2.577.371 774.178 1.098.066 550.032

Apparecchiature 

elettromedicali
3.392.640 1.526.114 1.406.808 98.359 25.690 62.892
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Portale di statistica lituano 

(Export dall'Italia, in migliaia di euro) 2019 T2 2020 T2 2021 T2

Prodotti farmaceutici 358,4 167,0 206,5

Apparecchi e strumenti medici, chirurgici, 

odontoiatrici o veterinari
3. 490,0 3. 358,2 2. 356,8

Apparecchi basati sull'uso di raggi X, alfa, 

beta o radiazioni gamma
2. 885,7 6. 975,7 2. 482,5
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I believe that the international forum "Life Science Baltics“ - which Enterprise 
Lithuanian organizes in 2021 as every year (but the last one), with the convinced 
support of the Lithuanian government - is an excellent opportunity to meet the 
experts and employees of the companies which are active here in the sectors of 
biotechnology, as well as pharmaceutical products and medical devices

in fact this is what do operators from all over the world

This event can offer concrete opportunities for growth, exploring new partnership 
horizons, exchanging ideas and try to achieve further progress for your activities, 
through the intense networking that usually takes place on the sidelines of the 
many scheduled events
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I therefore wish you great success in participating to Life Sciences Baltics 2021 

and please be sure that the Embassy of Italy in Lithuania, its Economic and 
Commercial Office, as well as the ICE Office in Warsaw, which has also contributed 
in organizing this meeting and will assist you in your participation, will remain at 
your disposal supporting your presence in Lithuania
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Thank you !




