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1. Italy’s contribution to the organisation of COP26 UNFCCC 

Italy has stood out for years among the most ambitious countries in the fight against 
climate change and in the energy transition. In the near future, our role will become 
even more central in view of the organization, in partnership with the United Kingdom, 
of the 26th Conference of the Parties to the Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(COP26 UNFCCC) and related preparatory and collateral events, as well as 
concomitants Italian and British presidencies of the G20 and G7 respectively in 2021. 
 

The partnership between Italy and the United Kingdom for COP26 provides for the 
United Kingdom to assume the Presidency and host the Conference of the Parties, 
while Italy will host significant preparatory events. COP26, postponed by one year due 
to the COVID emergency, will take place in Glasgow from 1-12 November 2021.  
 

Similarly, Italy has moved the preparatory events originally scheduled for this autumn 
by one year: the Pre-Cop, the traditional Preparatory Conference in restricted format 
that precedes the Conference will take place from 30 September to 2 October, 
immediately preceded by the event Youth4Climate: driving ambition (28-30 
September). Both events will take place in Milan. The outreach event linked to COP26  
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"Encounters with Africa" on climate and environmental issues, which will take place 
in Rome on 7-8 October 2021, has also been postponed to 2021. 
 

As a COP26 partner, in addition to sharing the priorities identified by the United 
Kingdom in view of the Conference and by organizing the aforementioned events, Italy 
therefore intends to pay particular attention to the involvement of young people in 
decision-making processes related to climate matters and African continent, which is 
one of the geographical areas most affected by climate change. 
 

The postponement to 2021 will also make it possible to make the most of the synergies 
with the exercises of the G7 and G20 presidencies and to deepen the commitment to 
climate ambition. In view of the Conference, the Italian and British diplomatic 
networks have been activated for joint awareness-raising initiatives, aimed at ensuring 
support for the partnership's priorities, especially from a number of key countries 
whose climate ambition will largely depend on the success of the partnership.  

 

Italy has also launched a program of virtual events, the so-called "Youth4Climate 
Live Series" to raise and strengthen awareness of the role of young people in the fight 
against climate change in view of the Pre-COP26 and the youth event. 
 

***** 
 

The advent of COVID-19 has opened a new scenario for the international and UN 
climate strategy and it will be necessary to insist that the relaunch of climate 
ambitions intersect with the implementation of investments for post-socio-economic 
recovery. In this context, climate finance will therefore continue to play a fundamental 
role. The cross action of the Italian and British Presidencies of the G20 and the G7 and 
the central role of the EU could also be decisive in the pursuit of these objectives. 
 

In addition to relaunching the ambition in terms of national objectives and climate 
finance, the negotiation process of COP26 will also have to focus, but not exclusively, 
on some negotiation issues that remained unresolved at COP25 in Madrid, such as the 
implementation of the system envisaged by art. 6 of the Paris Agreement for the 
creation of a global carbon market and the definition of rules on transparency for 
reporting on progress towards achieving the emission reduction targets set out in the 
Paris Agreement. 
 
On the UK side, five priority areas have also been identified ahead of the Conference 
to carry out thematic campaigns aimed at accelerating transitions in the global economy 
in the sectors of energy, transport, adaptation and resilience, nature (Solutions Based 
on Nature) and finance. With particular reference to the energy transition campaign,  
the United Kingdom launched the Energy Transition Council, an initiative aimed at 
accelerating the transition from fossil fuels to clean energy and contributing to green 
economic recovery at an international level with particular focus on developing 
countries. development. Italy is already involved and is evaluating how it will actively 
participate in the initiative. 
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2. Role of youth at COP26 
 
The "Youth4Climate: Driving Ambition" event will see the first two days dedicated to 
thematic working groups, while the third day will be dedicated to a discussion between 
the young delegates and the Ministers participating in the Pre-COP26. The topics 
covered by the event, which are still being defined, are going to be the result of a long 
preparatory process, which will combine the results of the nine Youth4ClimateLive 
Series virtual events organized monthly, the progress of the negotiation process within 
the UNFCCC, as well as the inputs that will emerge from the major youth dialogue 
forums. On the basis of these considerations, the following have been identified as 
possible themes on which young people will meet: 
- youth participation in climate-related decision-making processes, at multilateral, 
national and local levels; 
- the relationship between sustainable recovery and the implementation of the 
objectives of the Paris Agreement; 
- the role of non-governmental actors, to examine the issues that most directly affect 
the daily lives of young people (climate and food security, private sector and 
innovation, but also sport and sustainable fashion); 
- education and scientific communication. 
 
3. Young people involvement in the fight against climate change 
 
The results of the "Youth4Climate: Driving Ambition" event will be incorporated into 
a Final Declaration, which will be presented at Pre-COP26, an intermediate step 
towards COP26 in Glasgow. The organization of the event will be supported by a 
specific international advisory committee, with the task of supporting Italy in 
activities such as the selection of participants, the development of work themes, the 
elaboration of the preparatory material transmitted to the participants in preparation for 
the event. 
 
The Committee includes representatives of the Governments of Italy and the United 
Kingdom, the Lombardy Region, the Municipality of Milan, the UNFCCC Secretariat, 
the Office of the Special Envoy of the UN Secretary General for young people, the 
"YOUNGO" constituency, Connect4Climate and representatives of the company. civil 
service of Italy and the United Kingdom. 
 
The call to participate in the event: "Youth4Climate: Driving Ambition" has been 
launched on February 1st and will remain open until March 1st. The launch took place 
through social networks, with the involvement in the promotion of all the members of  
the Advisory Committee of the event. In this regard, it is suggested to refer to the twitter 
account @PreCop26ITA for any further elements. The latest event of the 
Youth4ClimateLive program, entitled. "Driving Local Action", scheduled for 
February 26, will serve to give further emphasis to the announcement, as well as to 
clarify any doubts about the application process. 
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With reference to the selection procedure, as happened for the United Nations Youth 
Climate Summit (September 2019), each young person can apply independently to 
participate in the event. By young people, we mean all those who are between the ages 
of 15 and 29. The participation of young people in the event will take place through a 
public selection, conducted by a special committee, composed of the Office of the UN 
Envoy of Youth, Children and Youth constituency to United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (YOUNGO) and the Italian Ministry of the 
Environment. 
 
The event will see the participation of a maximum of 400 young people, in compliance 
with equitable representation of gender, geographical balance and social inclusion. 
Ideally, two young people will be selected from each of the 197 member countries of 
the UNFCCC, or at least 60 young people from each of the five regional groups 
recognized by the United Nations. The selection criteria envisaged reward the proven 
activism of young people on the issues of climate change and sustainable development, 
which can be demonstrated through a direct commitment or even with the guidance of 
a program or initiative on the subject. 
 
In particular, by completing a questionnaire, already in use at the United Nations, 
candidates will have to demonstrate among other things that they have: strategic 
thinking; leadership and motivation; as well as familiarity with issues related to climate 
change. Knowledge of the UNFCCC process and previous experience in the field of 
multilateral climate negotiations, including competence in drafting technical and / or 
policy documents and proposals, are desirable criteria for candidates. The selection 
questionnaire consists of six questions, with open and closed answers, for the 
evaluation of the open question answers a special evaluation grid has been created. 
 

The application form for the call is available here: https://un.submittable.com/submit  
while the materials to further promote the call on social networks are available at: 
https://trello.com/b/E6ms79nb/youth4climate-driving-ambition. On twitter, it is 
advisable to always mention @ PreCop26ITA; on Facebook you may follow the Italian 
Ministry of Environment @ministeroambiente that has organized the 
Youth4ClimateLive Series Program: https://youth4climate.live  
 
 
 
 
 
 


